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“i don’T have TheoRy….. i have experience gained from many
years of hard work; an experience that keeps conditioning, guiding,

accompanying and pushing me.” 
linda kohen

linda kohen, an inTeRnaTionally Renowned iTalian-URUgUayan aRTisT, pResenTs

foUR individUal exhibiTions in foUR CiTies: MiaMi, bUenos aiRes, sao paUlo

and MonTevideo. a ToTal of a hUndRed painTings and dRawings will show-
Case heR long aRTisTiC CaReeR fRoM 1944 To 2010. 

aRgenTina bRasil URUgUay

exhibiTions sChedUle:
MaRCh 16  hoy en el aRTe galleRy | bUenos aiRes-aRgenTina

apRil 1 The aMeRiCas ColleCTion | CoRal gables, fl, U.s.a.
apRil 9 dan galleRy | sao paUlo-bRasil

apRil 28 Mvd galleRy | MonTevideo-URUgUay

These exhibitions  have been declared of “national Cultural interest” 
by the Ministry of education and Cultural affairs of the Republic of Uruguay

THE AMERICAS COLLECTION
PRIVATE & CORPORATE FINE ARTS DEALERS



self-poRTRaiT | 1947 | oil on boaRd | 211/4 x 125/8”



“with my first teacher perre fossey, i learned to draw using straight lines, and with 
eduardo vernazza, i learned to study the human body, curved lines, shadows and 
landscapes.”

linda kohen

veRnazza poRTRaiT | 1945 | penCil on papeR | 141/8 x 113/8”



what has happened with the representation of reality in painting? we are not talking
about the rejection that came about with the appearance of abstractionism at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. basically, as various critics have pointed out, abstract painters
did not entirely abandon the illusion of reality contained in that tendency’s guidelines. in
the mid-1940s, andré bretón—who had always maintained an unfavorable stance to-
wards abstractionism—called attention to this fact when he finally devoted an article to
enrico donati. what we are talking about, therefore, is the radical suppression of any
reference to reality that began to be promoted with minimalism around the 1960’s.
painters who followed the dictates of that tendency reduced to nothingness any reference
to reality that may have existed in painting. hence, suppressing it in favor of concepts
was only one step away, a step which Marcel duchamp had already taken when he pro-
posed his criticism of “retinal” painting.  but in view of the fact that everything starts and
ends with a gaze, reality, whether as perceived by us as such (with every variant this may
entail), or as “seen” internally, has not ceased to be present in today’s art scene. The
persistence of a gaze is what has made possible, then, that the issue not disappear from
pictorial language in spite of efforts to distort it. The moment vision discovers the presence
of reality, it continues to be a necessary starting point for many artists in carrying out their
work.
The case at the center of linda kohen’s painting arises from this fact precisely. in the sixty
years of her artistic endeavor, linda kohen has incorporated various versions of reality
as interpreted from a very personal viewpoint. it is not a reality that reproduces itself and
turns into a sham, as tends to happen with the superrealist current illustrated by Richard
estes or duane hanson, among others, who also reacted during the 1960’s against the
minimalist current. in this sense, linda kohen’s work illustrates an effort to save the dis-
tance that exists between mere reproduction of reality and a will to give expression to a
sort of documentation about what its appearance in a pictorial scenario means to her.
in her work we observe, then, an effort to interpret this writing, and especially an indis-
putable mastery for incorporating it into the mystery that the existence of space proposes
to us. The notion of space in linda kohen’s body of work requires a separate analysis.
suffice it to point out that, in my opinion, what this painter opens before the eyes of those
who look at her paintings is the possibility for exploring that brings us face to face with
various alternatives. for example, in her interiors series, the sensation that seizes us that
something or someone is going to turn up behind a door or coming down the stairs cre-
ates an enigmatic dimension through the familiar. The enigma, then, incorporates a po-
etic nature into her representation of her world. if poetry introduces the strange—george
bataille tells us—it does so by means of the familiar.
linda kohen likes to paint series, meticulously exploring in each of them the different as-
pects of things that are capable of becoming objects of her imagination. but in all of
them, she keeps alive the confluence of her gaze with the interpretation suggested to her
by one other that lies inside her. in other words, when we come face to face with her still
lifes, her houses, rooms, characters, etc., we know that reality only belongs to her in the
sense that she is offering us a clear impression of her perception of things that are part
of her awareness. The philosopher george berkeley’s famous maxim To be is to be per-
ceived gains full validity when referring to linda kohen’s paintings. something similar
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happens with another great realist painter: edward hopper, whose sense of solitude de-
termines the composition of the space where he will capture his vital experiences. in the
case of linda kohen, her painting remits us to a conception of the absence or solitude
that permeates the silence present in many of her works. Undeniably, tangible reality is
present, but when we come close it seems to whisper into our ear noli me tangere as an
admonishment to not disturb its “being there.”
in one of his moments closer to sexistentialism, heidegger talked to us of a “dasein,” or
“being there” without an awareness of why. when we penetrate into linda kohen’s empty
rooms or look at that multitude of quiet characters that appear in one of her series, do
we not get the feeling that the world we inhabit seems devoid of sense? or maybe not:
rather, that this world is filled with premonitions. The question we ask ourselves arises
from a style of painting that incites our curiosity, as does her use of color. The whole
gamut of colors used by her to create her paintings is dominated by a determination to
not let things hide behind futile appearances. in her work, color does not serve the same
function it may have served Matisse. its function is to highlight the presence of the object,
or of the human being without cunning arguments that could alter his or her destiny.
what that destiny may consist of remits us to other interpretations that, to me, seem to be
found in literary works such as those of samuel beckett. My impression is that this author
would have liked to have seen “waiting for godot” staged by linda kohen. neither ar-
tificial accessories nor heavy loads of color would have been the object of her set design.
only space freed of everyday ruckus, simple and in the nude as is the case in her paint-
ings, would be the perfect backdrop for beckett’s characters to appear as they wait for
that which shall never come. in the final analysis, poetry is what will revisit a pictorial
work carried out for six decades with the “obstinate rigor” of which leonardo spoke. 

Carlos M. luis

Nude, 1944, pencil on paper, 12 1/4 x 19 1/4”



TosCan landsCape | 1960 | oil on boaRd | 113/4 x 153/4”

sUbURb landsCape | 1949 | oil on boaRd | 113/4 x 153/4”



sTill life | 1959 | oil on boaRd | 113/4 x 153/4”

sTill life (whiTe box) | 1964 | oil on boaRd | 161/2 x 203/8”



Calas | 1958 | oil on boaRd | 201/2 x 161/2”



“Under the teachings of Julio alpuy, José gurvich and
Joaquín Torres-garcia during my years in the Torres-garcía
atelier, i learned to use black as a unifying element. i also
learned all about color and linear plains and the division of

space according to The golden Ratio.”
linda kohen

Tazon blanCo | 1980 | oil on Canvas | 235/8 x 283/8”



oRadoR y plaTea | 1981 | oil on Canvas | 321/4 x 26”



“i am often told that there is a lot of loneliness in my art-
work, to which i always reply that solitude is not a bad
word. even when surrounded by people and love, we are

born alone and will die alone.”   
linda kohen

hoMbRe en la adMi | 1988 | oil on Canvas | 311/2 x 393/8”



MUlTiTUd | 1981 | oil on Canvas | 361/4 x 291/8”



linda kohen
born in italy and resides in Uruguay
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